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The Influence of Intravenous Injections of Hypertonic Salt Solution 
in Pulmonary Hemorrhage, — Moczulski (Wien. klin. Woch., 1914, 
xxvii, 613) says that intravenous injections of 10 c.c. of a 10 per cent, 
salt solution had striking results in nine cases of pulmonary hemorrhage. 
The effect is not immediate and such injections do not prevent a 
recurrence of the hemoptysis. In purpura and similar hemorrhagic 
affections, the author observed no favorable influences from these 
injections. 


Mixed Starch Diet in Diabetes Mellitus.— Falta (Munch, 
med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 1218) advocates a diet of mixed starches to 
combat acidosis in diabetes mellitus, instead of confining the carbo¬ 
hydrate to a single form of starch as is the case with the use of oatmeal 
as advocated by von Noorden, or the “potato cure.” The principle 
of his method is that carbohydrates are given liberally in the form of 
different starches only. Falta makes use of gruels or soups of rice, 
corn, barley, tapioca, potato, spaghetti, noodles, or various starches 
made into crackers or bread. The practical importance of such a diet 
is that it is not so monotonous as the oatmeal diet and can be given 
over longer periods of time. The author emphasizes the importance of 
excluding from the diet all forms of animal albumen such as meat, 
eggs, cheese, milk, etc. “Vegetable days” or “fasting days” are 
interposed between periods of liberal feeding and are most important 
in order to secure the best results. Falta says that, theoretically, the 
presence of animal albumen in the diet diminishes the formation of 
glycogen in the liver and consequently more sugar passes through 
the liver into the blood. In severe diabetes, the organism is unable to 
use this sugar on account of pancreatic insufficiency. Falta has 
obtained striking results in the treatment of severe diabetes by a 
diet on these principles. The diet must be persisted in for often the 
results at first are not marked, but careful and persistent dieting leads 
to permanent improvement. 

The Treatment of Scarlet Fever with Salvarsan. —Letjzmann 
(Therapie d. Gegenwart, 1914, lv, 243) reports excellent results with 
the use of neosalvarsan for the treatment of scarlet fever. He makes 
use of a solution of 0.15 gm. of neosalvarsan in 5 c.c. of a sterile 0.4 
per cent, salt solution, using correspondingly larger amounts of the 
salt solution for larger doses of salvarsan. This solution is injected 
by preference intravenously, although in very young children, where 
intravenous injections are difficult, it can be given intramuscularly. 
Leuzmann advises small initial doses; beginning with 0.15 gm. and 
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this dose should only he increased when there are no untoward by- 
effects and when no marked rise of temperature follows the injection. 
He says that severe types of the disease should be treated with especial 
caution with regard to the dosage. The maximum single dose for 
children from three to eight years of age should be 0.15 gm.; for 
children from eight to fifteen years, 0.3 gm., and for adults, 0.45 gm. 
However, these higher doses should not be given as the initial dose, 
and lately the author has been in the practice of giving even to adults 
a dose of 0.15 gm. at the beginning of treatment, and if this dose is 
well borne it is gradually increased tp the maximum. Leuzmann 
has treated 47 cases of scarlet fever by this plan and he is convinced 
of the therapeutic value of the treatment. He gives temperature 
charts and details of four of these cases in his article. 


The Intraspinous Use of Salvarsanized Serum. — McClure (Boston 
Med. and Surg. Jour., 1914, clxxi, 520) reports the results in 9 cases 
of syphilis of the central nervous system in which the salvarsanized 
serum was employed according to the technique of Swift and Ellis. 
Improvement in the subjective and objective symptoms was obtained 
in 4 cases of cerebrospinal syphilis under treatment with intravenous 
injections of salvarsan, mercurial inunction, and the intraspinous use 
of salvarsanized serum. With this improvement there was a diminu¬ 
tion in the cell count, the protein content, and the strength of the 
Wassermann reaction in the spinal fluid. The Wassermann reaction in 
the blood remained unaffected up to the time of leaving the hospital. 
Two cases of tabes were relieved of subjective symptoms and the number 
of cells in the cerebrospinal fluid reduced. A case of tabeto-paresis 
showed no change in the laboratory findings and only slight improve 
ment symptomatically. One case of paresis showed marked improve¬ 
ment in the symptoms and in the laboratory findings. The Wassermann 
reaction became negative in the spinal fluid. One case of paresis showed 
no improvement in either the symptoms or the laboratory findings, 
but progressively grew worse. McClure says that the results in cerebro¬ 
spinal lues and tabes of this method of treatment in his series and 
those collected from the literature are encouraging not only as regards 
cessation of symptoms but also in the laboratory findings in the cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid. The results in paresis are either discouraging or problema¬ 
tical. The most marked improvement has occurred in the laboratory 
findings and in these there has been a relapse in those cases followed 
for several months. The improvement in mentality so far recorded 
may be but the result of remissions to which the disease is prone, even 
in the absence of treatment. However, the fact that improvement 
may occur even if only apparent, warrants the use of the intraspinous 
treatment in a disease otherwise hopeless. 


Treatment of Tetanus with Subcutaneous Injections of Magnesium 
Sulphate. — Falk (Deutsch. med. Woch., 1914, xl, 1689) says that the 
subcutaneous injection of magnesium sulphate for the treatment of 
tetanus is especially adopted for use in field hospitals and so may have 
a wide application in the present war. The subcutaneous use of mag¬ 
nesium has been very limited in Germany. Stadler reported 4 cases 



